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Overview
We will be using John Steinbeck's Grapes of Wrath to structure our exploration of the environment.  The study of the environment is important since our lives and all life depend on it.  Steinbeck wrote, “Ecology is the science of relationships.”  When one thing is upset or changed then the whole system is affected.  This lesson will examine how humans and the environment interact on one another. Thus we want to use the novel as a way to explore environmental issues and their interrelationships.  Students will compare and contrast the Dust Bowl with current environmental concerns about global warming.
Grade Level

7th – 12th grade

Procedures

1.  The teacher will introduce The Grapes of Wrath by showing a brief power point summarizing John Steinbeck’s historical significance as an American author.  
2. Students will read and analyze select passages from the novel.
Chapter 11, p.147 (on the use of tractors)

“So easy that the wonder goes out of the work, so efficient that the wonder goes out of the land and the working of it, and with the wonder the deep understanding and the relation.”

Chapter 11, p.148 (man loses his personal connection to the land)

“That man who is more than his elements knows the land that is more than its analysis.  But the machine man, driving the dead tractor on land he does not know and love, understands only chemistry.”  

3.  After viewing “Black Blizzard”, a documentary that explains the many factors responsible for the Dust Bowl, students will break into small groups and answer the following questions.
· What was the Dust Bowl?

· Where did the dust storms occur?

· What things did humans do to contribute to causing the dust bowl?  What was due to nature?

· How were the people affected?

· What did the U.S. government do?
4. Students will discuss how we can learn from periods in our nation’s history, like the Dust Bowl, to help us better prepare for future natural disasters.  For example, ecologists have been studying the clearing of the rain forest for decades and predicting global warming as the result.  Considering the Dust Bowl era problems, will the destruction of the rain forest have a similar, predictable effect? 
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